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My Brethren, 


F Chooſe to take this Method of ſending ſome Advices 
to you before my Viſiration, rather than to ſpeak to 
you on a {udden at the reſpective places appointed for 
you to meet at. Bur becauſe this 1s a new Method, 

therefore I think it not improper for me to give you my 

Rea/ons for fo doing ; W hich are theſe. -- 3 Y 


I. To make my own Duty and Buſineſs more eafie t6 
my ſelf, and the better to ſecure my Health and Strength 
which otherwiſe might be impaired and weakened in 7 or 
8 Weeks travailing together, and: performing thoſe Epil(- 
copal Offices which are requiſite to be performed at the 
ſeveral places of Yiſitation, ſo that it may be expected 
{ome times to happen, that through wearizeſs or other i7- 
diſpoſition (the ſeaſon of the Year being uſually hot, and the 
places of Viſitation many) I may be hindred from ſpeaking 
{o much; and fo fully,. as I might otherwiſe be willing and 
deſlirovs to do. Beſides, there is one particular. Office, viz. 
that of Confirmation, which 1 deſign to take the Oppor- 
tunity of performing in my paſſage from one place of Vi- 
ſitation to another, at the great Towns that lie 1n, or not 
far out of my way, of which I intend to give timely no- 
tice of the day and hour, to the Miniſters of ſuch Towas 
- that they may be ready to preſent fuch: Perſons to be con- 
firmed, as are within their own, or their neighbouring 
Pariſhes, which. will take up no little of my time and 
A 2 [1. But 
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II. But 1 have not regard to my /e/F only in this Me- 
thod, but to ox alſo; for by this means ſome that may be 
hindred from coming to the place of Viſitation, by Sick- 
neſs, or very Old Age, or unavoidable and neceſſary Buſineſs 
and Attendance elſewhere, may be acquainted with what 
I think fit to lay before thoſe that are concerned to appear 
upon theſe occalions. Where theſe - Excuſes are unfeigned, 
they are reaſonable and ſufficient, and thoſe that are forced to 
ufe them, by having this Paper of Advice by them, may ſee 
what I have to propoſe as well as they might have heard it, 
if it had been ſpokes, and they themſelves preſent. But I 
hope that none, but thoſe that are ſo 7zdiſpoſed, as I now 
mentioned, will abſent themſelves. 

For as it is the Duty of a Bithop to 7iſir, fo it is the 
Duty of the Clergy to appear at ſuch Times and 'Places 
where the Vifitation is appointed. Thoſe Pretences that 
cannot excuſe a Biſhop, before God, and the Church, and 
his own Conſcience, from /ifirinz, can leſs excuſe the Clergy 
of his Dioceſe from appearing. A Biſhop nay ordinaril 
alledge his Age, and the —_ that uſually invade 
it, Debility of Body and Voice ; The hazards of Health by 
continual motion, it may be, in ill Weather, not conve- 
niently accommodated, and for many Weeks together ; ſo 
that a Biſhop, eſpecially in this Dioceſe, that would ſtudy 
his eaſe and health more than his obligation, might colour 
-his Omifſion by theſe, and the like Pleas, and fatisfy him- 
ſelf with beingquzet at his own Habitation 3 But the Clergy 
of the Dioceſe, except the very. aged and aiſeaſed, cannot 
in like. manner excufe themſelves for their Omiſſion ; The 
weakeſt may have Strength enough for one days Journey, 
without running any hazard, and for the Tounger and 
. more healthful, which are the greater Number, they have . 
ſo little to ſay in excuſe of themſelves, that one would be 
apt to think that their abſence proceeded. either ow 

Sloth, 
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Sloth, or Bnvy, or Prejudice, or, it may be; ſome Sciſina- 
tical or- Political Principle, for what elſe can hinder them ? 
.. Nay, may they not propoſe to themſelves —_ things 
that may induce and incourage them to come? They may 
be preſent at the preaching of a Sermon fitted and prepared 
for the. occaſion of their Meeting; They may have an op- 
portunity.of ſeeing ſeveral of their diſtant Friends and 
Acquaintance; They may contrat Acquaintance with ſuch 
as are but newly entred into the Neghbourhood ; They 
may oblige one another in ſtriter Ties of Brotherly Love ; 
They may animate one another in the faithful diſcharge of 
their Office ; They may excite one another's Zeal and 
Fervency in promoting the ſame common - Intereſt of 
the Chriſtian Religion ; They may dire one another in 
the Knowledge of Modern Books and Treatiſes of Relt- 
gion; They may enter into combined Reſolutions to de- 
fend the Church of En:land in its Dotrine, Worſhip, and 
Government, as it 1s eftabliſhed, againſt all Parties that 
divide from it ; They may incourage one another to op- 
poſe vigorouſly the Yices and the Faitions of the Age , 
and to advance Holineſs and Peace and Submiſſon to 
Authority,; In a word, They may let this Atherſtical and 
deluded Age ſee that they are unanimouſly bent to main- 
tain the DoiFrine, to puriue the Service, and to promote 
the Hoxowur of the bleſſed Saviour of the World, whoſe 
Servants they ;are and whoſe work and bulineſs of re- 
conciling Men to God they have avowedly undertaken ; 
If the Clergy were ſenſible that they might attain to theſe 
good Ends by meeting their Dioceſan at his Piſiration, what 
conſidering Man would abſent himſelf ? So that I hope the 
ſending of this Advice to be read, and to lie by you, wilk 
be ſo far from hindring you from coming to the Viſtation, 
that it will rather prevail with you to come ; and I hope. 


that the ſerious and deliberate peruſal of it may be of more 
| - Uſe. 
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Uſe and Benefit than a tranſient Diſcourſe 3 for I have ob-' 
ſerved that ſometimes ſuch Difcourſes have hot been heard 
by all preſent, either by reaſon of the weakneſs of the Spea- 
ker's Voice, or the 2vſe and talk which may occaſionally 
happen ; or if they have been heard, they have been ſoon 
forgotten, ſo that many profitable InftruQtions have been 
dropt and loſt ; whereas, by this way, they may not only 
be communicated to all, but alfo be preſerved and reviewed 
upon occaſion. 

And now having given you the Motives that induced me 
to tranſmit thefe Adviſes from the Preſs, rather than ro men- 
tion them at our Mecting, I ſhall proceed to hint fuch 
Things, as by your kind and unprejudiced Reception of 
them, may, with God's bleſſing, make this Viſitation uſe- 
tul for the Ends for which it is deſigned, | 

Which, in General, is to know the State of this Dioceſe, 
to ſee how all Perſons behave themſelves in it, with reſpect 
to their ſeveral Duties either as Chriſtians in general, or Mi- 
niſters in the Church of Chriſt, or Subjetts of the Civil 
Government. For Epiſcopal Viſitation has an Eye both to 
the Clergy and * Laity, bat __ to the Clergy, to 

eir eternal Salyati- 
on, the * Laity are commited. | = Dh | 

This is a vaſt Buſineſs in this large Dioceſe, and requires 
great diligence; and application of mind ; and'T have often 
been much concerned and grieved,that T want that a/i/taxce, 
of which the Conſtitution, and external Regiment and Ad- 
miniftration of the' Church has been provided ; I mean, The 
Aſſiſtante of Raral Dean, which Office is a parr of our Con- 
{titution, and. is yet exerciſed in ſome Diocetes of this King- 
dom, but has unhappily been diſuſed in this, (for how long 
time. know not) to the great loſs and hindrance of Ecclefi. 
aftical Adminiſtration, | | 


By 
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' By the impartiab and diligent. Execution:of this Offce,tho 
Biſhop might be eaſed in a great.part of: that Duty, -which 
is. too. heavy a Burthen for -his awn Shoulders ; The Igno- 
rant, the FaCtious, the Scandalous, the Negligent, the Diſ- 
ſeating, might eaſily be detefted in a ſmall Deaxary; and 
being ſigmfied tothe Bifhop, or rather firſt of all and im-» 
mediately to the Arch-Dearan, might be timely and duely 
—_— and reformed ; Far: the Arch-deacan. inhabiting 
within his Arch-deacaary, as. it is molt proper, might ealily 
be reſorted to upon occaſion, and ſo Hear and Amend many 
Faults, which might be brought to him by the Rural Dear, - 
without. Application to the Biſhop. | 

If a Biſhop of this extenſive Diocele was provided of 
active and faithful Perſons in the ſeveral Dearries, - which ' 
retain the name yet, his Buſineſs might be manageable, and * 
his Authority and Government uſeful, wheres for want of 
theſe, no Biſhop berecan do {o much and-ſo well as he might - 
be: willing and glad to do,.. =: 5 | 

Bur in the defett of theſe A{itances, it is in your Power, - 
My Bxcthren, to give me eaſe and fatisfaCtion in my weak 
Endeavours,, If you. would do what'you have declared, 
and promiſed, and. reſolved to do inthe preſence of God and 
the Congregation at your-Ordination, it would diſcharge me 
of a great deal of care.and.trouble. _ 

Where there .is-2, formed: .and: ſettled: Church, as this of 
the Church of Exeland is, with known RulesandMeaſures,. - 
by which the Clergy are bound to- exerciſe their Miniſtry, 
one would think, if Men- were ſincere, they could not fail 
in. pecforming, this. part of their duty, for they cannor;, or, 
at leaſt, they need not be ignorant of the Qbligations that 
are..laid upon them, by the Laws: of the Kingdom, and 
the Canons: of the Church, not to meation here the Obli= 
gatioas that they have laid upon themſelves ;_ But it is, too | 
true that there is a Failure 1n ſome Perſons as to the dif- 

| charge 
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charge of thoſe Obligations, which if it be frequent and 
habitual can proceed from: nothing but Prejudice, or Sloath , 
or Inconſideration, in all which there is a ſpice of Inſincerity. 
1 know ſome will plead want of Health, and others an 
Obligation to officiate in ſeveral places tor a bare Compe- 
tency : But one may eaſily diſtinguiſh whether theſe be rhe 
zrue Reaſons, or wherher their Omiſfions proceed from other 
cauſes ; To be ſure, they themſelves know ; Iwiſh their 
Pretences were always tincere ; However the unaccoun- 
table Neglig:zce of fome, and the Immoralities of others are 
the ſubjects of the Biſhop's Troable and Inquiry. It there 
were none ſuch, a Biſhop's Viſitation would be eaſe and 
comfortable. | 

It would have 'been well if ſuch Perſons had been ſtopt 
at the firſt door, that of Ordination, but having been ler in 
there, where the door was too wide, they are the Mcn 
that make the preateſt diſorder and trouble within. It 
theſe Men had come ſo diſpoſed and qualified into the Mini- 
ſtry of the Church as. they profeſſed themſelves to be, at- 

firming at their Ordination, that they rraſted they were in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon them the Office 
and Miniſtration of Deacons to ſerve God for the promotin 

of his Glory and the edifying of his People ; They woul 

behave themſelves after another manner; whereas praCtiling 
_ lo difagreeably to that Declaration they made, they give 
occaſion to the World to believe that it was a falſe and 
groundleſs Pre/umption, and a ſort of Lying againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; Or elſe, that if they had any ſuch good Motor, 
they have gzenched it ſince by their unworthy and diſagree- 
able Behaviour. 

If ſuch Men would bethink themſelves, and refle&t upon 
the folemn Profeſſion, Promiſe, and Vow which they made 
at their Ordination, it might be a means to revive that 
holy Fire within them, (1f it was ever kindled in their 
Hearts} 
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Hepe of reward for their gps attendance to theit uty;An y 
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and tronble; whic /ould awaken within chem tervehs De 
ſrres, and hez ty Reſolutions, and careful Entea avours to dir 
charge their O'>ligations for the future. © \; 
And if there be any tinat have entred i into Otders without 

feclng, or pretending to feel an Sorel y ſuch ſecret »0ti0» of the 
Holy Eno but jolely for RUR Ends 50d Advantages, 
however they | Res made a fal ſe- fa at theirEntrance, hes 
Biay:yet recover Sharſelves. "= by ſerious and tlihely conſe 
aeration, and beggingth e Aﬀtance of the Holy pirit,w 0 
Piefides in, and takes .care of che Church of Chriſt, and'i: is 
Feady. £0, ©0:0perate. ith thoſe that ſerve the Lord Jeſus 
inthe Work.of che; iN ioiſtry) they could. be Prevailed i Up- 
!Oj1, ont of an. hearty ſenſe of their Duty, £6 , apt y them- 
ſelves faithfully and d/igently to; the praftice of it it, E- 
cording to their Natural Faculties and Abilities, the Im 
provement of which would: prevail with God to beſtow 
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ſerve their Maſter Faithfully in all Circumſtances, andbe 
the outward condition of theChurch either Afi7:#ed or Pro- 
ſperoms, they will be true to the Intereſt of it, k7owing how 


to be abaſed and how to abound. | 

If the Church of Chriſt was provided of Miniſters ſo qa- 
lificd 1nall places,theY iſitation of a Biſhop would be noBur- 
then either ro himſelf or them. Ir was ſo provided in che 
firſt Ages after the Apoſtles ; And in the ſucceeding Ages, 
during the time of the Apotacy tothe time of the Reforma» 
tion,thisNation produced not a few Perſons very illuſtrious 
and eminent in this CharaQter: I ſhall dono wrong to many 


+Robert Groſt- Others to inſtance in one particularly,a*Biſhop of thsDio- 
bcadBiſhop of ceſe, who amongſt many other excellent Indowments,both 


Lincoln, 


natural and acquired, was eſpecially remarkt for Integrity 
and Provity ; This made him Magnanimous, reſolute and 
fervent, in refilting and oppugning the corrupt Prattiſes of 
theCourt of Roxzze, althoit expoſed him to the negletts and 
cenſures of that Coxyre, notwithſtanding he was the greateſt 
Man of Learz;»g and Induſtry in that Age: 

. The ſame Spirit andDiſpeſit ion began and carried on the 
Reformation 'in the Weſtern” parts' of Chriſtendom in a 
wonderful manner,through many difficulties and hazards. 
It was indeed an happy Dire&ioz of Providence that at the 
fame juntture,many of thoſe upright and ſincere Reformers, 
were alſo Men of better Capacity and better Learxizg than 
the common Romiſh Clergy ; and where Learning is joyned 
with Integrity and Simplicity,there can be no better accom- 
pliſhmeant for cheWork of the Miniſtry. The preſent Age a- 
bounds with many Helps and Aſſiſtances of Learning, and 
the Church of Exz/and is provided of many Clergymen e- 
minently Learzed: I will not accuſe any of want of Sincc- 
rity, butT am apt to think,that if that was generally the 
reigning and governing D:ſpoſſtion in the Clergy, ' there 
would be leſſer need of Inquiry and Reformation than I 
doubt there is. | | | 
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. :[This-would make them caref#/ to obſerve the Vows and 
Promiſes they made'at'their Ordination; This would make 
ReCtors andV icars Fender of thoſe Sou/s who are committed 


rates Sollicitons for thi Ficck with which they are intruſted, 
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ram <4nima- 


although they have not Infticution; This would reſtrain all 7 790i | 


forts trom the immoderate purſuit of P/«r/it:es,and recon- Domino 


cile them to Reſidence, making it acceptable and delightful mminimus. 


ta them ; This would ingage al) the Razks of the Clergy to 
be zea/ous and earneſt in regaining the Seduced, and reclaim- 
iovg the Vicions, and improving all. This is that ſalt: which 
not only preſerves the Clergy from Corruption, bur al 
ſeatons all their Performances. In ſhort, this makes the 
acceptable ro God, and uſeful to the Church ; This there» 
fore is that Grace orDiſpoſition of Mind, which you ſhould 
beg of God ro beſtow upon you, and uſe your greateſt In- 
deayour to acquire z which if you be indowed with, ir will 
appear not only in the Holineſs of your Lives as you are 
Chriſtians, but alſo in the Faithful performance of your Of- 
fices as you are Clergymey. This I fhall make evident by 
inſtancing in the Pr;xcipal Offices which your Holy Fux- 
ion does oblige you to perform. 

--Thefirſt of which is Prayer, by which T mean the pub- 
lick Liturgy of the Church. To this you have promiſed to 
conform, and ſubſcribed your Hands to thar Promiſe as al- 
{o to the 2dof the 3 Articles mentioned in the 36thCanon. 
T hat the Book of CommonPreyer cantaineth in it nothing con- 
trary to the Word of God, and th+t you your ſelves will uſe the 
Form tu the ſaid Book preſcribed, in publick Prayer, and Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, and none other, Does he make. 
good theſe Sb/criptions who reads the Common Prayer 
very [e1dom, or not in o7der,or not the whole,bur only ſome 

1rts and PeIcCcs, Or if he do read the whole, reads it ſo he 

1. or ſo ſlightly and awkwardly as that an impartial Hearer 
ftzly,or : 
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might be, apt ro think, that he had.no. goed-[libingito' it ? 
ia JV £ 101-3 23 Th, x8 . 2 | 
Whereas a Man that 1s, {pzcere ang.in. goof. earneſt/in this 


* Q. Hliz.ar-partof Religious Worſhip would þe careful tg yead-ig;-\” led 
ticles. 1559+ ſrrely , * plainly and * diſtinitlh, well remembring that he 


addreſſes himſelf, as the Mouth and Leader of the Congre- 
gation, tothat God who knows, and whorequizes the Heart 
11 all ſuch Services; He would alſo uſe his beit Badeayour:to 
read with ſuch jr oper and becoming T xz and4aent as may 
beſt excite a4reyti0n,afſection,and fervourin himkelf & others, 
' There is indeed a natural Indiſpolition in ſome. Men 
to all kind of vocal Harmony, even to that which con- 
fiſts only in the Elevatios andDepreſjon of theV oice in proper 

placesand periods; I call them proper, not only. with regard 
eo the art.of Muſic, 'but ©XF4 to the. ſence. of the Words. ; 
Bl 1. all not urge this. further than the natural capacity-of 
men will bear ; There, is certainly a fie in Voiceand! 
Accent, which they, ought to make goog! ulſe.of to whomGod, 
has*given it, and thoſe that want. it, can only uſe their En- 
deavour to attain to ſuch a, degree, as,to avoidjat leaft all 
groſs, abſurd, and ridigulpus pronunciation, | 
" Burſuch as do not ink this worthy rheir Labouring af- 
ter, T am ſure they cannot excuſe themſelves in zegleiting, 
omitting, Or altering. any part, of the publick Offices; And 
thqugh they readthem not with that propriety of Utrerance 
and Accent which may promgate attention and devotion,they 
ought at leaſt to perform the Officesas they are directed and 
preſcribed, for nothing leſs than this can Anſwer their Sub- 
{cription, which will remain in che Biſhops, Cuſtody. as. a. 
witneſs of their Iyſizcerity. we 
This is to be underſtood not only of the Offices, of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer, ( which if they could be daily 
performed-in all Pariſhes would be of great uſe to breed in 
Feoples minds a ſeſe of their dependance upon God from 
day to day) bur alſo all Occaſional Offices, the Adminiſtra- 
7 FTE | | tion - 
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tion of the Sacraments off Raptiſme and the Lords Supper, 
Aatrimony, the t iſttation of the Sick, ana Burial of the Dead. 
All thete ought to be performed :ſer40«4;, ſolemnly, and. deki- 
berately, and in the exprefſions 3nd order in which they are 
diretted, which can only fatisfy the Conformity which you 
have promifed. FE | 
 Asto one of. theſe Offices, that of prblick Baptiſme of In- 
fauts, 1 muſt adviſe you to uſe your utmoſt Endeavour to 
prevail with your Pariſhioners to bring their Children, to 
Church to be Baptized, and not feign Pretences for ha- 
Ving them baptized at their own, Houſes. ;. or, if there be 
a re2] Danger, and that Sickneſs, ar other weed compels them. ſa 
zo do, if the Child live, you, muſt.not fail to admoniſh them 
that it is expedzent: (as the Rubrick directs). to bring the 
Child to Church afterwards. This is a part of that con» 

formity to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng/aza, to which 

you have ſubſcribed, l | | « 
I ſhall add,.one Word more upon this Subje&t, which.is 
the, Obſervation-..of, the Fats and. Feafts of. the. Church, 
which. aredireRted in the Books of Common. Prayer.z, the; 
neglet of which.has proceeded, in. ſome. places, as. much 
from the Miniſter, as from the People ; the Miniſter is to. 
give notice-of, all ſuch Days ; and, why is that ? But that the - 

People may know. that ſuch, Days being appointed. for. the. 
more:than ordinary. Worſhip and Service of God,, the! ought 
to. forbear their Labour ang; Work, at leaſt at the Hours of, 
Worſhip, and repair to Church, where, if there be no.Mi- - 
aiſter to officiate, to what purpoſe ſhould they come? This - 
isan unaccountable Neglect and favours of Inſizcerity. . 

' Now from that. part.of your Duty which relates to God, 
as,you lead and:condutt your, Congregation in, the Offices of. 
Publick Worſhip, I. proceed. to that part of your Duty. 
which relates to. che Congregation, as you are to teach and in- - 
ſtrut chem ; And this comprehends Readzzg the Holy Scrip- - 
tures, Preaching. Catechiſing, oppoſing all Erronzous and Strange 


Dottrines contrary to Gods Word, uſing publick and private Mo- © 
ation - 


[ 
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nitions and Exhortations as well to the Sick as to the Poo 
within your Cures, as need (ball require, and occaſion be giver 
ASs it is in the Offices of the Ordering ot Prieſts, to which 
ſuch as are ordained Prieſts have promiſed zo be reaay 29 
dowith all faithful Dili; ence. : 

T his is the DoQtrinal and Inſtruttive partiof your Duty 
as it reſpeQts Men ; and the Rule of this Pertormance is 
the Hoiy Scriptures ; for you have declared at your Ordi- 
nation that you were Perſuaded that the Hily Scriptures 
contain ſufficiently all Doftrine required of neceſſity for Fter- 
nal Salvation through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and that you 
were determined out of the ſaid Scripteres tn 1nſtrutt the 
People committed to your Charge, and to teach nothing (15 
required of neceſſity to Eternal Salvation) »ut that which you 
ſhall be perſwaded may be concluded and proved by the yoripe 
tures, The Miviſters of the Goſpel are the Miniſtcrs of 
Revealed Religion, .as were the Prophets under the Law 
from Moſes the great Prophet till the ceaſing of Prophecy 
the ftanding Reve/arion which God has made to mankind 
1s contained in the Scripture, which is therefore called the 
Wordof God; and it is our Buſinels to Study, to Read and 
to Explats this. 

- All Chriftians indeed are bound to Readand Vnd:rftand 
the Scriptures ſo far as they are capable ; but all Chriſti- 
ans are not bonnd to Read and to Expliin them prblickly in 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies; Nay they are hound not to do tt, 
unleſs they be Separated and Appointed thereto by proper 
Authority ; becauſe our Saviour at the firſt Founding and 
EreQing his Kingdom did Separate Men for this purpoſe, 
and did require ſuch a Separation to be continued fo long as 
his Kingdom ſhould continue upon Earth, it being n=cel- 
ſary for'the uſeful Ends of In/trudtion,and Order,and Pace, 
and Edification, and the Salvation of the Souls of Men. 


Now © 


a. 


ye "TROY 


| frument, not only of promoting Error in the Church, but. 
{ alſo Seditio» and Rebellios in the State. 


( wy ) * In the ce 

. Now this Separation is made at 'Or4ination, by Which,ge grqering of 

there is a general Authority or Commiſſion given #0 eas connragye tk. 
y y : 4 e TRes 

and to Preach th- Goſpel ; but not every where, or in all,or | irenſe 4 by = 

1n any place, or at any times, or to any Congregation Or Zjjhop himſelf. 


Society of Chriſtians,as the Ordained Perſon pleales;this is 12 the othce 
326) oo | ax of ordering 
impratticable, and would occaſion great Diſorder and Con- ;F priefts, mn 
juſion ; Bur it is limited to certain * Copd:tions, of which the Cunygrega- 


W . | . , \ . etion where tho 
Licenſing is one ; And this gives me occaſion to ſpeak: of ,1,7,-. 


Licenſing to Pre:ich, which ſome Men are prone to cenſure ty apprined 
as 2n unnecef{.ury Impoſition upon the Clergy ; and here I #7cum. 
ſhail offer ſomething, firſt concerning the Neceſſity of Li-- 
cenling. 2ly, Concerning the Per/oz who isto Licenſe. , 
_ r. As to the Neceſſity of Licenſing ; By the * Canons of.sjaguli Bene- 
1603. it appears that all Bezeficed Men were not allowed to _ in Bene- 
be Preachers TI take it that Benefizea Mey are ſuch as have gry 
Inſtitution to Bemefices, ſo that in the Judgment of the Cox- modo fint le- 


” "E As - ,- _gitima Autho- 
vocation, by which that Body of Canons was compiled, [-&m admiſh) 


| #itution alone did not Authorize Men to be Preachers, But yer fingulos, 
{ Preachers were. to be Licenſed ; thereſore there is a, Neceſſs- 


&'c, 


fo pf <4 , VI. 
ty of Licenſing even as to Bexeficed Men ;. And though there _ _— 


is not (God be thanked) that rea/ Neceſlity that, it may be, ficiatus ad 
there, was at the time of that Convocation fitting, there be- (0cionane 
ing ſince then a general increaſe of Learning and Kzowleage; miſſus, Conci- 


| Yet flill there is a.zeceſity as to the obſervation of «the Ca- oem per 
| non, anda great Expedziency, if it was more uſed, as to the 


Concionato- 
. - . px rem legitime 
regulating of Preaching, which, within the compaſs of our approbatum 


own Obſervation and Experience, has been made an 7z- arg a 
) 0 


Inſtitution then. does. not authorize Bezeficed: Men to. 
preach in their own Berefices unlicenſed ; ſo that if. neither. 
Ordination, nor Inſtitution give ſufficient Authority to 
preach, I mean, as to particular Dioceles- and-Churches, 
| | without: 


| ( 16.) —— 
without Licence, then there is'a "neceſſity of Licenſing all 
Preachers. | OFT IS! 7" 


But if it ſhould be granted that I-#itntion does authorize 
a Clerk to Preach, it can be only in that Bezefice to which 


* Inſtrument he is Iſt;tuted, and where he has * caram Animarum Paro- 
bp i 2 q . ® w | ; , F \ 
of taftitation-,L;20797, not in any part of the Dioceſe or Archdeacon- 


ry befides; and therefore ſtill there is a weceſity of Licen- 
ſing, to enable Men to Preach in other Churches of the 
Neighbourhood, or in other parts of the Archdeaconry, or 
Dioceſe, as there may ſometimes be occafion, by the 7 em:pc- 
rary Supply of other Men's Cures, upon Abſence, or Sickneſs, 
-Or Saſpenſton of the Incumbent, 'or // oydance ; by Reſignation, 
Deprruatron, -or Death, which ſort of Supply an aniiceiſed 
Man ought not to undertake. 'So that i is very evidecat, 
that there is a Neceſity, or at leaſt a great Exp*dicncy, in re- 
quiring Preachers to be Licenſed. | 


[ 


II. Asto the Perſon who is to Licence, it is only the Bi- 


ſhop of the Dioceſe himſelf, in which the Licenſed Perſon re» * 
ſides. This as to Deacons ſeem: very plain by theſe Words 
in'the Office of Oraination, which the Biſhop uſes in ' the ! 

\, Delivery of the New Teſtament to the ordained Perſon. | 

| Take thou Authority to Read the Goſpet in the Church of God, | 
 - and to' Preach the [are if thou be thereto T.icenſed' by the Bibi 
«himſelf. Which I take to'be the Biſhop of the Dioceſe ' 


where the ordaized Perſon has-a Ticke to officiate; and 
_ -therefore if a: Biſhop of one' Dioceſs, by: vertue of Lerters 
Dimiſſory, ordain a Deacon! who has a-Title in another Dio- 
ceſe; that -Biſhop, in'whole Dioceſe'the'Tirle is, ought to 
grant the Licence, and not the ordaining Biſhop. cer. 

But that for which- Þ mention 'this,: prihcipally is; 
'That the Licence 1s to be granted by the 3ybop a 
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This addition or limitation being made at the Reforma- 
tion, when the Forms of Ordaining Deacons, Prieſts, and 
Biſhops: were purged and altered. --It, was then judged re- 
quilite to reftrain-the Authority of Licenſing Readers and 
Preachers to the Biſhop himfelt, knowing whar ill uſe had 
been made by the Eccleſiaſtical Officers before the Refor- 
mation, they being then under no reſtraint for granring fuch 
Licences, ſo that this limitation-was made on purpoſe to re- 
ſtrain any other Officer, or ſubſtitute. 


 - And as to Deacons, ſo alſo to Prieſts, as it fees evident 
by the xxxvi and xxxvi Canons. . The xxxvi C azo requires 
Sebſcription to the 3 Articles there mentioned before Ordina- 
tion. The xxxvii. Cazon Requires, that notwithſtanding the 
general Power given to the ordained Perſon at his Oramati- 
02, when he comes to Refide in any Dioceſe, he ſhall nor be 
permitted there to preach, &c. unleſs he firſt conſent and iub- 
{cribe to the ſaid 3 Articles,in the Preſence of the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſe wherein he is to Preach, &c. It is ſaid in the preſence 
of the Biſhop ; It is not laid of the Ordinary, tor fo the Char- 
celloar of the Dioceſs may be, | but of the, Biſhop : And that 
by the Biſhop her@ is meant, the Biſhop only excluſive 'of 
any Eccleſiaſtical Officers is plain by the 48 Canon, where 
it 1s- thus ordained. No Curate or Miniſter ſhall be per- 
mitted to ſerve in. any place, without Examination and Aamiſis 
0 of the Biſhop of the Dioreſe, -&r Ordinary of the Place, having 
Ecclefhaſtical TJuriſaiftion, in writing unaer his Hand and 
Seal, having reſpect to the greatneſs of the Cure, and Meet- 
neſs of the Perſon. Where it is to. be obſerved, 1, That 


It is faid no Carate or Miniſter, . which I take to include 


all the Licenſed Clergy, and may be urged further in con- 
firmation of what I faid before concerning thoſe that 
b 3 * have 
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have Inſtitution, -as well as thoſe that have not. 2. 'That 
Admiſſion to ſerve Curacies is to be in Writing under the 
Hand and Seal 'of the Biſhop, and if (the. Ectleltaſtical Of. 
ficers Seal may be alledged to be the Biſhops Seal, his 
Hand cannot be ſaid to be the Biſhops Hand. 3, That 
Examination ought to precede this Admiſſon, that the Bi- 
ſhop may Judge of the Meerme/s of the: Party, which eve- 
ry Officer imployed in'this-matter-is not qualified to per- 
form. 4. That no Man ſhall be permitted to ſerve in any 
place, but one that is thus examined and admitted by the Bi. 
ſhop, or Ordinary of the Place having Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, 
By the Ordinary of the Place cannot be meant the Ordi. 
nary of the Dioceſe, but ſuch Ordinaries as have Epiſco- 
pal Juriſdiftion by virtue of ſome Ancient Grant from, 
or Compoſition with the Biſhop, ſuch as. Deans, . Deans 
and Chapters, ſole Prebendaries, and, it may be, others, in 
the Ancient Foundations, 'who have a Right to exerciſe 
Epiſcopal Jariſdiifion 11 the Peculiars belonging to their Dig- 
nities, which is very well: known m the Church of Lzz- 
cola particularly ; Theſe are the Ordinaries_of the Place 
here meant. And the Biſhop and. ſuch Ordinartes have 
the ſole Authority of granting Licences to Preach and 
{ſcrve Cures under their Hands and Scfts. | 


Purſuant to this, is the 8th: Article . in his Majeſties 
late TnjunAtions, where it 15 required, T hat ; they who keep 
Curates: have none but Juch 'as , are Licenſed by 'the Byſhop of, 
the Diocefe, or in exempt Juriſdictions by the Ordinary. of the 
Place having Epiſcopal TJuriſditFion———and that no Perſon 
ſhall preſume to ferve any Care without, Licence from the, Bi- 
ſhop, or ſuch Orghnary, \apon pain of ſuſpenſion, © | 
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So that the Form of Ordination, which is confirmed by 
the At of Uniformity, the Canons, the Kings InjunCtions, 
ie all agree .in this, that no one can Licence Perſons to 
f Preach or ſerve Cures, but the Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
ls himſelf, or ſuch as have Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion in Pecy- 
t & Lars, and exempt Places. This I take notice of thar 
- the Clergy may not be impoſed upon, by falſe, in/ufficicnt 
- and .ancanonical Licences, as I know too many are; And to 
, ſhew the great Care that the Church has taken, that the Bz- 
ſhop of every Dioceſe, may know the Clergy of his Dioceſe, 

their Character and their Abilities to preach, and be ſatisfied 
of their Orders and their Copverſation, which he cannot be, 
if Eccleſiaſtical Officers may grant Lzcences, eſpecially upon 
Sequeitrations of vacant Livings, and Supply of Curates and 
Le urers, at their pleaſure. How can the Biſhop tell whe- 
ther Men ſo Licenſed have Subſcribed to the 3 Articles men- 
tioned in the, forecited xxxvi Canon, eſpecially if the Licer- 
ſer keep no Book of Subſcriptions, or make no Return to 
the Biſhop of them, as ſome do not ? Or indeed, how can 
the Biſhop tell whether ſuch Liceſed Mer be ordained, or 
how they have behaved themſelves in the place of their laſt 

Reſidence ? 

Where ſuch Poweris aſſumed, any literate, corrupt or co- 
wvetons Surrogate may grant Licences to unordained, un- 
qualified, and inſufficient Men, and the Biſhop never 
know it., Many ſmall Livings are held only by Segque- 

' fration ;,. and if the Serving of the Cure, together with 
the power of Sequeſtring the Profits be granted at the 
pleaſure of the Surrogate, the Biſhop not knowing, un- 
worthy Men may. ealily get into Curacys, and if they 
can but ſcreen themſelves at the Times of Viſitation, 


they may continue undiſcovered. | 
C 'This 
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This is a PraQice of very ill Conſequence ; for Preaching 
the Word of God, comprehending as before-mentioned,is 
nat tobe intruſted but to Men - well 94/jffed_ for -their 
Learning and KRyonleaze in the Holy Scriptures; -And the 
Biſhap, who has the'fir{t care in this matter, ought'to be 
fatisfied that they areſo, and particularly of Crates, whes 
ther they officiate by virtue of Sequeſtration in vacant Liv- 
ings, or under B-zeficed Men, who by reaſon of their Ave 
or Sickneſs, or Neceſſary abſence, or being pofleſſed of two 
Benefices, ſtand in need of fuch 4/iftants. Oy 


Ang now having ſaid thus much as to the Anthority re- 
quilite for publick Preaching, and the due and legal Per- 
miſfion of the Exerciſe of it by:the Biſhop himſelf" in granting 
Licexces; 1 return to what I hinted concerning the Subject 
Mzitter to which your Preaching is reſtrained, which is the 
Word of God. This is that Storehouſe which contains all 
things neceſſary to be believed and practiſed, ſo that alt the 
Articles of Faithandallthe Rules of Life and Pratticeare tg. 
be drawn from hence. The Fuzdamezral Articles ought to be 
explained carefully and evidently from proper Texts of 
Scripture,the Bz/ief of them being neceffary to eternal] Sal- 
vation ; 1 hele may be handled conveniently ypanthe great 

Feſtivals, and other Holy Days in which we celebrate-thoſe 
more illu{triqus parts of our Saviour's Hiftory,of which we 
profels the Belief as Chri/tians ; But atall other Seafons the 
practical Heads of the Chriſtian oy are the propereſt 
Sbj:&s far the Pylpir, and there is lefs danger of miſur- 
derſtanding and miſteprefenting theſe, eſpecially if' one 
read the Scriptures with that ſincere and p/azz intention of 
which have been ſpeaking ; otherwiſe many-Expreffions 
there uſed may be wrefted to ſupport erroze945 Opinions; 
and countenance evi! PraRtifes, as we have ſeen ant Ri 

leg in the preſent Age. Men bring their Notions and Opinie 
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&Þ5 with them to the reading of the Scriptures, 'and then 
they will not tail to find thezs there, and if they think they 
find them there, they preſume they may vent hem openly 
and confidently, and produce that H;/y Rook to windicat? 
them, out of - which it is much calier to ronfure chem: 
'"iGod forbid rhat we ſhould take that coſe ro Remedy 
this, which the Church of Rowe does; by locking up the Bi- 
Hle in a Language unknown to the unlearned,and to proht- 
bir the Reading of it; or that we ſhould draw'ſo wicked an 
Iaferencc trom hence, as to argue, or but think, that becauſe 
1o many ſenceleſs, abſurd, and irrational, as well as, pions 
and blaſphemons Ertrots have been pretended co be drawn out 
of this Fountain, that therefore 1t cannot be the Mord and 
Revelation of God; bnt a corrnpt mixtnfe of = In- 
ventions ; 'No,fuch men bring thetr P9;/64 with thent;they 
do'not find it there; If they did'partake of \that'Sp/rit by 
which it' was iz4ited, they could make no ſuch ill Trof it, 
Now this being that Booz which you, My Brerbrey, are 
authorized fo Rea4and to exp/ajz publickly,you ſhould nqt 
only fuiy it dpentlh,and with great canton and reverence, 
but with the like honeſt and ſincere 747e57509 which the ho- 
ly Writers had in penningit, confidering the gracious End 
Gr-which this Reve/ar/o2 was made by God, namely to re- 
implant his /maze in men, confifting in Holive/rand Purity, 
which was defaced by Apoſtacy, and rendring them capable 
of 4 better and more gtorious Immortality than that they 
haveloſt. For this purpoſe the Law of God was given, and 
holy Prophets ſent into the World, and at.laſt the, Great 
Priphet of all, the Etern4l $69 of Gol. ; ba hiaj nrpole 
ihe EreA Bis K ing om 000 Ef AA Yon rent oa Par: 
and Officers to Miniſter init ; And Br this purpoſe were you 
0rdained and Separated that ou might.carry on that great 
'f] ia i 3854 { » 6. | . 5 owt 'd * 41 hb # & +1: {13 V3: - 
and charitable Work of Redeeming and Saving Mankind. 
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'The Deliberate Confideration of this would excite in you 

an eager and fervent Deſire to have as great a Share as you 

could in this moſt charitable and God-like Undertaking, 

The Ky22dom of Chriſt was erected in Oppoſition to the 
Kzngaom of Sathan, who is ſtiled in Scripture the Prixce of 
this World; Your Buſineſs is to Reſt and Conntermine him, 
and all his Srratagems. This you cannot do but by the faith- + 
ful Diſcharge of that Truſt which is repoſed in you as the 
Servants of Chriſt in adminiſtring and promoting his. Kzzz- 
dom.. 

And here I muſt charge upon you, That you. deliver 
. faithfully the whole Law of Chrilt, by which the Church is 
ro be Inſtrufted, Edified and Governed. 

The Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom comprehend.not only the 
eternal and immutable Laws of Holizefſ and Righteouſneſs, 
butalſo ſome poſetive and ritaal inſtances which Chriſt him- 
ſelf injtirated here upon Earth for the neceiſary conduct and 
management of his Kzzedom. Theſe are the Two Sacra- 
ents of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. The firſt is the 
Rite of Initiation or Admiſſion into the. Church of Chriſt, 
The ſecond is the Rite of Communion or Fellowſhip with Chriſt 
in his Church, whereby Baptiſed Perſons, by the Diſtribution 
and Reception of Bread and Wine, conſecrated in Memory, of 
the Dearh of Chriſt, are made Partakers of his Boay: and 
—_— by dt 
Both theſe are great and valuable Privileges, and peculi- 
ar Rztes of the Chriſtian Religion, and you are iatruſted 
with the Adminiſtration of them. | 

' Theſe have been, moſt ſcandalouſly and prophanely. neg- 
[eQted by ſome that pretend themſelves to be the 1initers of 
Chriſt ; eſpecially that of the Lord's Supper ; for inſtead” of 
iavitingand exhorting Chriſtians to be Partakersat che Lord's 
T.able, . as have made it their great Endeavour to deter them 
from'it;m ich ey dealt'very «faithfully with the __ 

| 0 
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of their Hearets ; for they vehemently inculcated the Dan- 
ger of aaworthy Receiving, without acquainting them with 
to Danger of not Receivizg at all ; This Omicron you muſt 
be careful toSpply, and to ſet before the People committed 
the your charge the Darxger on both hands; for certainly the 
prophane Neg/ct in not Receivize, is as dangerous and damnm- 
ing as the Receiving azworthily; tor as they are no Chriſtians 


who are not 6bap!i/cd into the Name of Chriſt, ſo they are no- 
good Chriſtians who neglect to.partake of the Body and Blood 


of Chriſt in the Lord's Supper. 

Theſe things you ſhould Preach and Exhorr, and thereby 
fhew your ſelves faithful to your Lord and Maſter, whohas 
ordained theſe Two Sacraments to be perpetually uſed and 
adminiſtred in the Church until his coming again. 

- For which purpoſe as there is in every Church a Fozr for 
Baptiſm, ſo there isa part of the Church, very convenient and 
proper, and generally fitted and prepared for the Celebration 
of the Eord*s Supper, which we call the Chaxce/. Here the 
Communion-T able may be placed, and the Communicants Re 
ceive, with greater Order, Decency and Conveniexce for Devoti= 
on, than in the Body of the Church, and the Sears there. 

I doubt not but you, My Brethren, are ſenſible of this and 
ſatisfied in it, finding great izcorverience in Conſecrating in 
ſo ſtrait a place asan Ally of the Charch, and delivering the 
Bread and Wine in narrow Seats, over the Heads, and trea- 
ding upon the Feet of thoſe: that Kneel; When by removing 
into the Charcel at the time of that Solemnzty, every one may 
Kneel without diſturbance, and receive with caſineſs, and ſee 
rhe whole- Office performed. bs | 

"This is ſo proper and ſo becoming, that one cannot but won-. 
der, that the Pariſhioners in any place ſhould be averſeto re- 
ceive the Sacrament in this Order, and that Re&ors as well 
Impropriate as Propriate, ſhould not take more care to fit their 
Cheneels for this purpoſe, but that ſome lie wholly diſuſed, in 
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more naſtie manner than any Cottager of the Pariſh would 
keep his own Houte : Others arc imployed ior keeping 
* chool, by realun of which, the Sears, Patemenrt, and 
I:::45s are commonly broken and defaced, not to men- 
tion other rudeneffes and undecencies which'are not, fit ro 
be permitred in a place let apart for God's Worſhip. _ 
Gut the Reaſozrthar ſome give (asI have been intormed) 
why they except againſt the uſe of the Chance! at the time 
of Celebrating the Lords Supper, is ſtill more to be won- 
drcdat ; They lay itis Popery, and that Miniſters that uſe 
their Chancels for this office are Popiſþly inclined: Bur why 
Popery ? Is it becauſe the Komiſh Priefts before the Refor- 
mation made uſe of the Chaxcel to ſay Mafs ?. So they uſed 
the Body of the Church ro perform other parts of the PopiſÞ 
Service, and for that Reaſon they may as well except . a- 
gainſt the uſe of the Charch for Reading'the : criptures and 
Preaching, as againſt the uſe of the Chancel for Admini- 
{tring the Communion; and there want not thoſe who car: 
ry the Argument ſo faras to cry down the uſe 4] Churches 
in gcneral ; But how weak. and how: unreaſonable is this ? 
What if the Pop:ſb Prieſt ſaid Maſs at the Altarin the Chan- 
cel, may not the Miniſters of the Church of Ezzlazd for 
tht reaſon perform the Communion Service.there without 
the Imputation of Popery ? If there be any Popery it muſt 
be in the Communion Office, .and.if that have any thing of 
Popery 1n it, why do they receive the Communion in the 
Church ? Tf it have not, why may they not receive it in 
the Chncel ? For there cannot. be Pogery in the Þabrick, 
nor in the Seats, or Table ; it myſt be in-the Office, or;no 
where; and one may ſafely affirm that no Man'can prove 
it to be there. 
Bur the uſe of the Chaxcel for the Communion Service 
is {o far from being Popery, that the Papiſts, ant} Popisb It 
prepriators 1n England permit the Chazcels where they are 
concerned 
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concerned, to lie the” moſt diſorderly and ruinous of any 


other, as 1 my ſelf have ſeen in ſeveral placesz they are not 
careful to repazr or cleaz them ; nor can they be brought to 
contribute to the Reparat/on of Churches, but by meer com- 
pullion, and they would be 'well enough ſatisfied to ſee all 
the Charcels and Churches in Enzland lye in Rain, for this 
would be the molt certain way to overthrow the Reforma- 
tion and bring in Popery, which being planted again by A4#- 
thority would ſoon oblige that Party torebuild the Churches. 
This I thought not improper to mention, concerning this 
matter, upon this occaſion. 
But to return to Preachizo ; under this Head IT compriſe 
Catechiſing, which was an early Practiſe in the Church of 
Chriſt and of great uſe for the InſtryXing of the younger 
ſort, and prepare them thereby both for Confirmation, and 
Receiving the Ho!y Commanion. If you conſult the LIX.. 
Canon, you will ſee that you are bound to this Duty of Ca- 
zechiſing, under the Cenſures of ſharp Reproof firtt ; and 
upon willingly offending again of Syſperſion;, and upon the 
contemptuous continuance in the neglett of it, of Exconmu- 
nication. So careful and fo concerned has the Church been in 
this method of I»/?ruiFioa or Preaching. | 
But'a ſizcere and well-defigning Man would chearfully 
diſcharge this Duty though there was no Ecclefiaſtical Cer- - 
fare to 1nforce it ; for he would confider that as the time of 
Touth is the molt proper time to begin Inſtrait:on, fo Ca- 
rechiſing 15 the moſt proper way to i»ftruft them tn Religion ; 
Tt-is the Age in which they learn Arts and Sciences; and - 
how do they learn them, bat'hy the frequent and familiar 
InftruiFions of their Maſters, examining, repating, inzulca- 
ting, and explaining, as there is occafion. and capacity for 
it? . After,che ſame manner muſt they be taught the Prix- 
ciples of Religiqn which: are contalieFin the Catechiſm ; Tt 
is not ſufficient that they Repeet the Words by Heart, =_ 
: they 
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they ſhould be taught the meaning alſo; -and this cannot be 
done but by explaining the ſeveral Heads more copiouſly, 
and in the molt eaſfie and. familiar manner ; And he that is 
ſenſible of this, and of the Duty that he owes to the Children 
of his Pariſh, as well as to theelder ſort, would no more fail 
to Carcchiſe than he would to Preach; for he knows that he 
ought to Feed as well with Mzik, as with frong Meat, and 
as a Faithful Steward, to give the Children, as well as the 

* 7, 51-relt of the Family,their proper and * proportionable Dier. 

794i, And here I may fitly take occaſion to acquaint you, That 

Luk. 12.1 would not willingly Cozfirm any Children but ſuch as 

T7 have been Inſtruced in the tore-mentioned manner, and 
ſuch as you your ſelves believe to have a competent Know- 
ledge of the Prixzciples of Chriſtianity; This, Knowledge 
muſt not be meaſured by their 4ze, nor by their ready atter- 
ance of the Words of the Catechiſm, but by their capacity 
and ability to anſwer ſuch Queſtions, and to render ſuch an 
account of their Faith, as, you may hope, proceeds from a 
right Apprehenſion, and true Underſtanding of the Sexſe of 
the Catechiſm. And therefore I muſt earneſtly deſire you 
ro take more than ordinary Pains, before the times of Cox- 

firmation, and that not only in the Charch, but, if need be, 
at your own Houſes alſo, to examine and inſtrutt the riper 
ſort, that they may .know what they are to do, and what 
they undertake at their Coxfrmation; and to give mea Note 
of the Names of ſuch as are ſo qualified and prepared ; and 
tor the younger and more ignorant, it is beſt to adviſe 
them to ſtay till another opportunity. 
There are other ways and merhods of Preaching, (as it 
may in a general Senſe be called) namely, private Exhor- 
tation and Admonition ; Reſolving Doubts and Caſes of Con- 
{cience; Comforting. the afflicted ; Furniſhing the Poor 
with Bzbles and other good Books; direfting the Richer 
ſort what Books to provide for their own uſe, and the uſe 
of 
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of their Familyes, -of which (God be thanked) this Age has 
produced many 3 Giving, or Lending to all forts of D/- 

{enters (there being no other way of preaching to them ) 
fuch Books as have been written on purpoſe to prevail 
with them to return to the Communion of this Church ; 
particularly the Quakers, whoſe groſs Errors and Blaſphemys 
have been deteffed and confuted fo plainly by a late learn- 
ed * Writer, thac if they be ſo ſincere as they generally * author of 
pretend, they will be obliged to rezowce them. Not that {1* onake in 
this can be expeſted from the Leagers of that Party ; they 

have Ends to ſerve in the Conduct of that deluded People 

that will ingage them to adhere; notwithſtanding Confuta- 
tion and Conviction too; But I hope the Simple and well- 
meaning may be brought to ſee their Errors, and forfake 
them, it the /b) Books of this Author were put into their 6 Satan ai 
hands, and that tkey could be prevailed with to read them, 79% 

nſtitution 
or to hear them read. of Water- 
Before I leave this Head of Preaching T muſt remind you Baptiſm. 

of a particular opportzniry you have, and a very advantage- 

045 One, Of performing ſome parts of this Duty ; whichis, 

at the Viſitation of the Sick; for which there is a particu- 

lar Ojfice appointed ; In this, the Exhortation 15 very pro- 

- per and ſerions, and the Collefts very affefting ; and if it 
be performed whileſt the Sick Perſon is capable of hear- 
ins, underitanding, and joyaing in it, may be of great uſe 
and Penefit ; But either the Sick Perſon or the Relations 
are generally too negligent in giving timely notice, ſo that 
it has not always that good Effet which otherwiſe it 
might; But when 1t 1s known that People are ſick, 

they ought diligently to be. viſtted, that when they have 

leaſt abi/itiy of their own, by reafon of their Weakneſs or 

Pain, or fear of Death, or puniſhment after Death, they 

may be ſaccoured and afiſted by the help of others; This 

is the time when -the Devil, the malicious and watchful 

42 D Enemy 
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Enemy of our Salvation, has great opportunity of tempt- 
ing and deceiving Men, either by Preſaumption or Deſpazr ; 
this therefore is an apt time for you to reſ/# him, and 
ro reſcue the Souls committed to your Care under fo 
great a Danger; Beſides, this Office duly performed ma 
be of good uſe not only to fickand dying Perſons, but alſo 
ro Relations and Viſitors, who may happen to be preſent, 
and to the Miniſter himſelf; who, if he have a ſerious 
Sence of things cannot but improve himſelf in diſcourſing 
with Perſons in that condition 3 upon all which accounts 
this Office ought not to be neglected. 

And here I conclude what I thought fit to ſay con- 
cerning Preaching, which if you would purfue thorough 
all the forementioned inſtances of it, with a ſezcere and 
honeſt heart, and a fervent deſire of doing all the good 
you can, you would contribute to the upholding of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in this Age of Atheiſm, Infidelity, 
and Licentiouſneſs. 

I ſhall now conſider one other Office with which you 
are intruſted as you are Mziſters of the Church of Exgland, 
in which you are highly concerned to be faithful, and that 
is the Office of Matrimony. I am forry there are ſo many in 
this Church, and ſome in this Droceſe, who abuſe their 
Truſt in this Matter. It is ſo preſumptuous, and fo perfi- 
dzous a praQtice, that it cannot be cenſured too ſeverely. 
Such as can be tempted for a little Summ of Money, or 
a great one, to marry any Perſons that reſort to them, with- 
out the Publication of Barns, or Licenſe duly obtained, or 
with Licence at #ncanoxical Hours, and in a Clandeſtine Man- 
ner, either in their own Houſes, or 1n their Churches, are 
got fit to be intruſted with ſuch a Power ; They do an zle- 
g4l and uncanonical AQt knowingly and willfully, which 
= that have any fence of their Charater, and Truſt, 
4 


Duty to their Superiours, would not do; Eſpecially, 
ſuch 
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ſuch as dare preſume to marry thoſe whom they ton, 
or have reaſon vehemently to ſuſpect to be either ſtolen, or 
not to have the yonſent of Parents, Guardians, or Friends ; 
Theſe are the Peſts and Shame of our Profeſſion ; Their 
Greedineſs of Profit has debauched their Conſciences, and 
they have no feeling of their own Wickedneſs, nor any 
regard to the many evil Conſequences that attend this 
practice ; as, the Ruine of the Branches of Noble Familys ; 
Diſquieting Parents and Relatives, and alienating their 
Aﬀettions; Incouraging Diſobedience in Children; and that 
which 1s indeed the leaft to be lamented, expoſing them- 
ſelves to Ignominy, Contempt and Puniſhment ; riot” to 
mention, what has ſometimes happened, /egitimating, as 
much as in them lyes, Inceſtuows Mixtures. One would 
think that no conſidering Man of Conſcience and Pro- 
bity, could be prevailed upon for a preſent Benefit to drive 
on ſuch a pernicious and diſhonoaurable Trade, and perſiſt in 
it, with defyance of all Admonition, Cenſure, and Paniſh- 
ment, This I could not forbear to fay out of that jaſt In- 
dignation I have to this molt treacherous and impaudent 
. Practiſe. h 

Ehus having ſhewed you how ſizcerity of Heart, which 
is that Oralification which our Saviour preferred im choof- 
ing his Apoſtles, would diſpoſe you to the due and regu- 
lar performance of all rhe Offices of your Holy Function ; 
FT ſhall now ſhew you how neceſſary this Qzalification 15 
for the Condu&t of your Lives and Converſations. 

Sincerity would ingage us to hve agreeably to our Do- 
Arine; which if we do! not, our Preaching would be httle 
regarded, fo-that otr Miniftry would be wa great mea- 
ſure ineffettual, and unprofitable. Men that behold the 
evil Converſation ever? of god Preachets,, with be-apt. to fey 
that cither they do not belreverhe-DvCtrine hey preach,or that 
the Prattice of it is not ſo neceſſary ro Salvation as they 
D 2 repreſent 
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repreſent it for they that preſs an holy Converſationup- 
on others, in order to the ſ/avizg of their Soules, one would 
think, if they meant ſincerely, would not be negligent, by 
the ſame way, to /ave their ow; fo that they muſt necel- 
farily fall under the cenſure of being either a#fairhful Guides, 
or !n{incere Believers. 

Thoſe keene Expoſtulations of St. Pau! direCted to the Ju- 
daizing Chriftians at Rome, as they could not fail to cox 
vince, or confound thoſe Olfenders, ſo they and others of the 
like nature, may be made uſe of to the ſame purpoſe, to ſuch 
Preachers of the Goſpel, as walk not according to the 
Goſpel. Romans 2G. 21. Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt 
thou not thy ſelf? Thou that preacheſt a inan ſhould not ſteal, 
doeſt thou ſteal ? Thou that ſayeſt aman ſhould not commit Adul-: 
tery, doeſt thou commit Adultery? Thoa that abhorreſt Idols, doeſt 
thou commit Sacriledge ? So St. Paul. To which, if we add,. 
Thou that preacheſt the Laws of Purity, and Temperance, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Charity, and Humility, 
and Patience, and Obedience, &c. Art thou guilty of Vnclean-: 
eſs, or Exceſs, or Injuſtice, or Covetouſneſs, or Contention, 
or Pride, or Reſiſtance of Authority ? What Reply could: 
the Offenders make ? If they do not preach theſe DoQrines, 
they neglea-to 7z/truct Men in their Duty and if they.doe 
preach them, and doe not lead their Lives accordingly, they 
fail in their Pradiſe; So that they who miniſter in hob 
things, and lead arholy Lives, arethe moſt /elf-convictedand 
ſelf-condemnd Men in the Worid ; 'They have nothing to 
lay for themſelves, becauſe they do. not onely kzow their 
Duty, but per{uaae to the Practiſe of ir, and yet doe-not 
prattiſe it themſelves. They Reprehend thoſe V ices in others, 
in which they '72auige themſelves. They tell Men. they 
{hall be damned for committing thoſe Sizs which they 
themſelves commit. How inconſiſtent, how . inſincere, an 
difagreeable 1s this? 


But 
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But this is not all; 'The Miniſters of Chriſt are ' bound 
not onely to live according to the Laws of Chriſtianity in | 
general ; But they have a Law of their own, a Law pecu- | 
liar to the Officers of. Chriſt's Kingdom, by which they 
are obliged to a ftriFneſs and decorum ſuitable to that Rela- 
tion. St. Paul has deſcribed the Particulars in his Epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titas,.'and occaſionally in other places, | 
as St. Peter alſo has done. - 'There you may ſee by what 9 
zeaſures you are to govern your-ſelves, and your Famitys, | 
with reſpeC&t to your Office and Character : "Fhele indeed, 
were Men. of the higheſt Sration and Authority in the 
Chyrch, but rhe Iferiour and Subordinate as well as the. 
Saperionr are.mentioned and-deſcribed, and the Rules are | 
much the ſame for: both. I ſhall not need to tranſcribe, lis 
them ; it is-a Mirroir you have in your own hands, and- | 
you may look daily into it; and compoſe your Converſa- 
rivas by it. | | | 

If I would ſingle any Paxticulars of thoſe many Offences, 
which the-Miniſters of | the' Goſpel of all Ranks are there 
direfted to avoids it ſhould be thoſe of publick Scandal; | 
not,that theſe are in their own Nature Sins of greater Ma- | | 
lignity than ſome others. there: mentioned, but that the 
Conſequences may be worſe, and the Jenomizy greater, 

As for inſtance, [ntemperance, which is one of the: per- 
ticulars mentioned by * St. Pau!, as it 1s a Sin that diſco- * Tim. r. 3c. 
vers it {elf more openly. than many: others, ſo; there is no 33745007 
other, that renders :a-Clergyman. more riazculous and con- a oY : | 
temptible, for wich reaſon, if go! other, it ought carefully - _- | | 
to be avoided ; But it infeQs the Neighbourhood too, FRE: NO 
and they that like it are the more incouraged to prattiſe * an 
it, by., the example and converſation of their Preacher, which 
increaſes the Scardall. ' But though the. Scandall/be very 
great. where. the Guilt is manifeſt, and that the Offenders 
cannot-be too ſeverely cenſured, yet if they. be bat few, as 

] 
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I hope they are not many, in compariſon of the great Body 
of the Clergy, the whole ought not to be reproached- for 
the misbehaviour of thoſe tew; 'Let the Scamdall bye in 
its own place, and there let the Offenders be-puniſhed: 
by all the Penaltys' Eccleftaftical: and Civil 3 ' Buit God for 
bid that the i»nocent ſhould ſuffer with the guilty, as they 
do too often, by . the uncharitable. and malicious hirs,- 
Suggeſtions, and' groundlefs' Srorys of 'thoie that are their - 
Enemys, becauſe they demand their: Dues, atid /7e/t them 
the Trath; An apparent offence of this narure in one 
Man has been known to occafion the cenſure of many, 
eſpecially of thoſe who do not abridge themſelves the 
freedome of Converfation with'' one another, being not 
conſcious: to therſelves of any unworthy defi2ne or 9-—ry 
by ſuch Converfation ; and yet even in this it muſt be faid, 
that there is regard to be had to #ime and placeand other 
Circumſtances ; 10 ſtrict and nice are the meaſures, by which 
the Clergy are to govern themſelves. tt 7 


* 


* Tim, 3. 6. Tf I ſhould inſtance in another ſcandalous Sinne men- 
41 645 y20- tioned by St. Pant, winch is * Covetouſneſs, T know I ſhould 


gratify ſome Men who are apt to accuſe-the Clergy tos 
commonly in this Matter ;; but very urhaſtly;; for I chinkT- 
may truely fay that there is no Progfefior. of Men, or at 
lea I know not any, that, in the common Body of them, 
are freer from ghis Sin then the Clergy are; infomuch, thar 
the greater -number of them, it-may be, ſtand- in-need of 
Advice to be'more provider, confideriag:their /anall Tncomes; 
and the great Payments with which they' are -9nffantly Drs 
thened, and at ſome times «juſtly oppreſſed ;'- Bur trite it 
is, that all cannot be excuſed, and ic mult needs be ſaid, 
that fuck as are-really guilty in'this matter, are highly [can- 
dalous. How unbecoming and reproachfub 5 it for thoſe who 
ought, above all others, to have their Converſation i Fleas 
ven, . as being the Preachers of that DoQrine, which was re- 
vealed 
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vealed from Heaven, and leads to: Heaven, and that expett 
their Rewards for ſo Preaching in Heaven, to mind earthly 
things immoderately, and ſtudy and practiſe that Wiſdom 
which is earthly ? Such as they that are zz/atiably greedy in ac- 
quiring and heaping up Preferments, or /ordia and pena- 
riows in the uſe of thoſe they injoy, or incumber themſelves 
with the ſecular Afﬀairs ofother Perſons, imploying a great 
part oftheir ty2e and /aboar in worlaly Concernments which 
many be imployed in the proper Buſineſs of their Fun- 
Ction. 


And here I cannot but take notice of one Inſtance of 


Covetouſneſs which I take to be very «anworthy and ſcanaa- 
lows, which is not allowing Carates a meet and competent 
Maintenance agreeable to their Education, Charatter, and 
the. occaſion of- their Experces. What ai wile and ſordid 
thing is it for Men of great Preferments to cheapex Curates, 
and contraCt with them for 20, or 25, or 30 /. per ann. 
(for they ſeldom exceed that proportion, calling it a 
Competency) when according to the value of their Eccle- 
fiaftical Incomes they might make it double to that ? Then 
they might be provided of more /ufficizent Curates then 
fome of them are. This 1s a very ſcandalous Practiſe, and 
makes ſcandelous Curates. 

E ſhall not proceed to inſtance in any other particulars of 
Sceandall, theie 2 of Intemperanmce and Worldlymindedneſs be- 
ing the moſt /candalows, as being the moſt expoſed and viſible 
where they are praQtiſed. | 

But though the Scandal! in both be very great, the Scan- 


daloxs are not {o numerous as fome ill-principled and evil- 


minded People, who are: prone to cexſare at randome, 
would repreſent them to be. God be thanked that it 
may be affirmed truely, that the Clergy of the Church of 
Exgland in general, are not only good Preachers, but ſin- 
cere and good Men, and the freedome which ſome are apt 


to- 
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ro accuſe them of proceeds not from. vicious Inclinations 
but from an abhorrence of Hhporriſy OO 

I ſhall add no more' to what I have ſaid concerning 
your Behaviour, and Converſation, but onely this, that 
though the Rales be more,. and ſtrifter relating to the Cler- 
2y,than to Chriſtians in general, yet thoſethat are ſizcere will 
make it their Endeavour to live up to them ; S:#cerity be- 
ing a Principle that will not permit a Man to ſhift of any 
Duty, whether a#ive or pafſirve, though never ſo hard, 
which 1s laid upon him by God, or which he lays upon 
himſelf; for which reaſon, as I told 'you at the beginning, 
our Saviour made choice of honeſt upright Men, as the 
moſt ſuitably qualified to be'the Officers of his Kingdom. 

And here it may not be improper to ſuggeſt to you, 
\T hat this Principle 'of Sincerity would prevent a great ma- 
ny Failngs and misbecoming Prattices'in ſome of the Clergy, 
which though they ſeem not'of fo great Malignity as thoſe 
I have mentioned, yet ought to be taken notice of, and 
regulated, | | : 

One. is concerning the ſubſcribing Teſtiomtals 'of fach as 
apply themſelves for Orders or Inſtitutions, in which,” to 
my owz Knowledg, ſome of the Clergy of this Dioceſe have 
been too eaſie ; and though they may call it Charzty, it 1s 
a great miſtake ; for by this means the- Biſhop, - who -can 
know nothing of. the Converſation of 'Men,- but by the 
Teſtimony of thoſe who:do know, is 'often decerved, and 
ſo unworthy Men creep into Orders, to the diſhonour of 
-their holy Profefſion ; which indeed is to be charged up- 
. on the a»faithfulne/s of thoſe that ſet their hands to Tefi- 
 monials, ether blindly, having no; knowledg of the Perion; 
or falſly, knowing that he is.not worthy of the CharaRer 
they give of him. | 


'To 
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. 'To which may be added that of granting ſufficient, un- 
canonical, and falſe Titles to Curates, when thoſe that grant 
them never intend to imploy them as Cxrares, or to contri- 
bute. to their Maintenance, but only to give them an oppor- 
funity of entring into Orders, and then let them ſhifz for 
themſelves; and indeed this has occaſioned a great deal of 
ſhifting, ſome being forced to take up with mean and poor 
conditions and ways of Livelihood, and others wandring a- 
bout for Imployment, and even craveing Charity, to the 
oreat contempt and diſhonour of their Profeſſion. 
" Another Failing I ſhall inſtance in, is the not Repairtng 
timely, the Chazcels and Buildings belonging to Reftorys 
and Vicarages ; by reaſon of which Neglect ſuch Buildings 
become ſo dilapidated that the yearly Profits of the Bene- 
fice cannot ſuffice for the Charges of the Reparatioa; and 
thar which renders this negle& more miſchievors, is, that 
ſuch Dilapidators many times die inſolvent, and fo leave the 
whole Burden of the Repair upon the Sacceſſour, which if 
he undertake to do ſubſtantially, as he ought, hemuſt live ve- 
ry enconventently 1n the mean time. . Now what hozeſty is 
there in this for a Man to injoy the whole Profits of a Be- 
nefice, it may be, for many years, and by negleCting to re- 
«ire the Fdifices belonging to it, leave an unſupportable 
Charge to a Szcceſſor who muſt be forced to expend Mo- 
neys in repairing before he receive any Profits ? FP 
The like Prejudice happens to Succeſſors in another in- 
ftance, 1n which many Clergymen are culpable; which is 
the neglett of paying Tenths, Penſions, Procurations, and 
other Daties chargeable upon their Preferments, 1 amſer- 
fible that the Clergy cannot receive their own Dues in ſome 
places, though they proceed fairly and legally: to- recover 
them. Many delays and evaſions are uſed in this caſe : i how- 
ever, they cannot aniwer the zeg/e# of paying ot fore: 
mentioned Dues, both as it is a Chriſtian Duty to r-ader to 
| Ly all 
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all therr Daes, and as they are lyable by.the negle& to very 
ERS 7. 5 6 
I have been much troubled to obſerve ſo great an Ar- 
rear of Tenths in this Dioceſe, where it is my Duty tocol- 
le& them. Ir is my earneſt Deſire that for your own Izte- 
reſt and Reputation you would haſten the paymeat of the 
preſent Arrear, for which purpoſe TI ſhall appoint one in my 
Viſitation to receive them, and give Acquittances, which 
may be of ſome eaſe to you; and for the future, TI muſt 
adviſe you to make more timely and puntual payment. The 
neglect of this has run ſome Benefices into ſo great an Ar- 
rear, that Clergymen are diſcouraged from taking Inft irw- 
tioz to them, ſo that they continue ſeveral Years under Se- 
mweſtration, in which ſtate, the Church and other Baildings 
becgine dilapidated, the Tythe in.a great meaſure unpaid and 
lolt, the Gleab untilled and purloyned, the Patrons Right 
of Preſentiag extinguiſhed, and the Benehice ar laſt turned. 
into a ſize cure. So great a milchiet has been occaſioned, 
oaly by the negle&t of paying Tezthsin due time, Care and 
Honey woutd have prevented this. 2) 
' Another Negle&, with which I ſhall conclude, is that of 
ao? Reſiding upon Benetices ;. which is an Omiſſon of. very 
it} Conſequence, - and occalions great Complaint, Not only 
the Canons of Gezeral Councells, but the Proviacial Canons. 
allowed in this Kingdom are very {tri in this Caſe, and 
where they are not altered or limited by S:zatute Law re- 
main in force, according to the Opinion of many Learned 
Divines and Lawnyers, though ſome are of another Opinion ; 
and the xli Cao of the Cowvocation 1n 1603, though it 
fuppoſes Licenſes of D:ſperſation, tor the keeping of more 
Benefices with cure: than oze,. yet it ordains many Reſtri- 
#ions and Limitations, which, if they were duely obſerved, 
would prevent many of thoſe ill p—_— and Com- 
plaints of &07-reſidence ; But Men have found out Evaſions 
for 
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for theſe Reſtrie#/0n5, 'with which, however they may /a- 

:isfy themſelves; they-do ot ſarisfe 'the plain deſign and 

meaning of the Caron,and Srmcerity would Remedy the neg- 
left if the Law cannot. © + 

Thavenow no-more'to add, but' only -to defire you fa- 

vourably to receive theſe! Advices which: proceed from that 


,— honeft\ and- ſincere. Tntention, which t have here recommend- 
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ed; And T beſeech Almighty God fo to impreſs them upon 
your Hearts, that I'may ſee a good Efec# of them. Amen. 
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